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will be continued in so far as German transport facilities
and general circumstances warrant.'
I was therefore only taking leave to go to Germany,
and the next Senior Officer, Commodore Dominik, took
over my duties.
During the time I was collecting the opinions of the
crews regarding the sending home of the surplus numbers
1 had no thought at any time of leaving the Squadron
for good.
Once back at home I transmitted my proposals to the
then Deputy Secretary of State for the Government
' Navy Office ' for the placing of the Squadron directly
under his orders. The business on this subject and on
one or two other untowTard points delayed my return to
Scapa Flow. It was not till the 25 January that I got
back there.